FOREWORD

become defunct and it may take many years before these
articles are resurrected and made available to the public..
The letters in the present  volume reveal  a  different
category of Sri Aurobindo*s writing  on  the subject of
literary and poetic criticism. They were not intended to
give any systematic and exhaustive treatment of the subject
but were written by way of comments or explanatory remarks
to c feu: of his disciples who were writing poetry under
his inspiration and direction and who used to submit their
work to him for guidance and help, incidentally putting
him various questions regarding the inspiration and vision^
the form and technique or the style and substance of poetry
and sometimes more general questions about literature and
art. A very large corpus of this writing relates to a critical
examination and appraisement of particular lines or phrases
of poems of his poet-disciples but as it would be unintelli-
gible unless read along with the original poems it has been
here left out as unsuitable for publication. Only those letters
have been selected for inclusion in this volume which dis~
cuss poetry or literature in a general way. They have been
arranged and grouped under separate sections so as to con-
struct^ from these occasional comments made on the works
of different poets at different times> as complete a picture
as possible of Sri Aurobindo's mews on the mam issues
in the fald of literary creation and appreciation.

The intention in making these letters available to the
public is that the illuminating advice which Sri Aurobintb
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